May 16, 2016

RE:  Summary of Activities for SERVE grant - Theology Student Union, 2015-2016
Faculty Advisor: Dr. J. J. Johnson Leese, Assistant Professor of New Testament
Supervisor: Dr. Doug Strong, Dean of SOT

Thank you very much for providing the SERVE Grant for the Theological Student Union in support of our important yearly events. During the academic year of 2015-1016, these resources helped to fund two events. In the winter term the grant provided funding for five panelists at a forum on Women in Ministry and in the spring term the grant funded our annual retreat. These events were some of the highlights of the year, both for me and for our student leaders. Additionally, a small portion of the funds went to two art students who designed advertisements for our events (see attached). In both instances the small gesture of a $25.00 gift certificate was greatly appreciated; they both communicated their sense of being able to contribute to the ministry of TSU.

[bookmark: _GoBack]At the Women in Ministry Forum in the winter, TSU hosted its third annual panel on issues related to Women in Ministry. The panelists were asked about their experiences with women in ministry and how they understood women to be called into full-time church ministry. It was important for the TSU leadership to have represented persons of color including faculty and staff and to have at least one student representative. The speakers were Dr. Sara Koenig, Susan Okamoto Lane, Rev. Celeste Cranston, Dr. Bo Lim and Shongi Motsi.  The event was held in Arnett Lounge in order to facilitate attendance by students in the dorms.  Unlike the past two years, due to limited time and funding CBTE was not able to participate with TSU in planning the event, so the TSU student leadership planned, promoted and facilitated this event entirely on their own. The TSU student leadership team included Danny Anderson, Kiersten Brown, Lanae Hollingsworth, Connor Gardner and Tanti Sari; their leadership abilities were enhanced as a result of planning and facilitating this experience. The event was well received and reached 70 students with 20 of those students wanting to be included on the TSU mailing list and 8 wishing to study the role of women in ministry further. Although scheduling conflicts did not allow for a small group study to result, the book funded by the SERVE grant was provided for the students who benefited from this resource. What this event continues to affirm is that their remains many questions and differing opinions related to what the Bible teaches about women’s role in the church. Such events particularly model positively for the student body that God gifts women as well as men for ministry.

SERVE funding also provided significantly toward the funding for the TSU annual retreat, making it affordable for students to attend. The event began by hosting a dinner at Kingswood house on Friday night, during which time we had two Seminary students share their own vocational journeys.  We traveled to Camp Casey on Saturday morning and returned Sunday mid-afternoon. Because of the success of the 2015-2016 retreat topic, the TSU leadership selected a related theme about vocational discernment (see attached promotional information). Our theme was Come To The Water: Stepping into my call through discernment and prayer and our speaker was Carla Orlando, M.Ed. Carla lead three different sessions, each extremely well received by the participants and each student was given the book Hearts on Fire which helped to facilitate their own reflections.  Other events of the retreat included times of games and fellowship, times for prayer, meditation and worship as well as space to reflect on God’s calling and the realities of the world.  This setting provided a unique opportunity for friendships and relationships to forge quickly and since the topic of vocation can be so varied for Theology majors or those interested in ministry, this event effectively aided students as they discern their call. The sign up response was excellent having 26 students, myself as faculty advisor and Carla Orlando as the leader.

Below are some of the student reflections:

“As a senior at SPU, I have spent lots of time recently reflecting on my time at SPU and the experiences and people that have shaped me during my time. One of the things that I have often felt a little discouraged about is the lack of spiritual discipleship that I have had here. I think that I expected to grow closer in my personal relationship with Jesus through my class time and course work, but have found that to rarely be the case. In fact, I have watched a significant number of my friends enter into SPU as Christians, now prepare to graduate without a faith or relationship with Jesus. This breaks my heart. One of the best and most refreshing things about this weekend at camp Casey was that I finally was able to be a part of an SPU-affiliated experience where I was given space and tools for listening to God and deepening my friendship with Jesus.”

 “I enjoyed the relaxed free time we had to think and feel and pray. I loved Carla’s short talks and helping us do different types of prayer. Also, the prayers and poems in the book were wonderful.”

“I love the balance of structure and free time. For me, it is the perfect combination.”

“I enjoyed most the wonderful company and laughter of my fellow peers. I loved having the chance to fully relax and be in conversation with the people I adore. I also loved the short, but very deep sessions. I like that I didn’t walk away like I had just been dumped with information, but instead I walked away with internal reflection on life with God and other.”

Thank you again for your continued support of the ministry of TSU at SPU.
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